EXCAVATION   AND   EXPLORATION                   169

which covered what remained of the walls of two domed temples
enclosing small stupas. One contained a series of half-length figures
of fine winged angels. In the other was a spirited representation of
the Buddhist legend of Prince Vessantara, and below a dado show-
ing a cycle of youthful figures in a gracefully designed setting.
Kharoshthi inscriptions indicated the third century A.D. as the date
when these temples were deserted.

After sending off to Kashgar our archaeological finds, including
whatever of the mural paintings of Miran, on friable mud plaster,
could be safely moved and packed, I started on February 2ist, 1907,
on the long desert journey eastwards. The ancient route by which
Marco Polo travelled, and before him Hsiian-tsang, was to take us
to Tun-huang on the westernmost border of China proper. The
seventeen long marches along this desolate track afforded an oppor-
tunity to test the accuracy of the accounts left by those two travellers,
and offered plentiful and interesting geographical observation. Near
the terminal basin of the Su-lo-ho river I sighted remains of ruined
watch-towers, and soon came upon traces of an ancient wall.
Archaeological indications showed that these ruins belonged to a
system of frontier defence corresponding in character to a Roman
limes. After a short halt at Tun-huang I returned to the still wintry
desert for its exploration.

Nothing was known of the ruins to the cultured Chinese officials,
but they all showed a very helpful interest in my work. It would
otherwise have been impossible to secure adequate labour for
excavation in the desert dreaded by the local Chinese. In the course
of two months' trying work we succeeded in surveying the line of
the ancient limes to its westernmost point, a distance of more than
150 miles from An-hsi, and in exploring the ruins of all its watch-
stations, sectional headquarters, etc. The massive watch-towers,
usually found at intervals along the wall, were my best guides in